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AB Polymers, useful for scale retarders, pigment dispersants, metal ion blocking agents, 
etc., are manufactured by radical-polymerizing >1 water-soluble vinyl monomer in the 
presence of water-soluble azo-type radical polymerization initiators and 0.1-30 mol% 
HS03- in aqueous solvents. Thus, 4.7% Na acrylate was polymerized at 50° for 120 min 
in the presence of 0.14% 2 , 2 1 -azobis (2-amidinopropane) . 2HC1 and 0.52% NaHS03 (10 mol% 
monomer) to give a polymer having number average mol . weight (Mn) 15,200, vs. (Mn) 
300,000 for the polymer prepared similarly without NaHS03 . 
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